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method of monitoring the coastal environment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Previously, the approach to coastal monitoring within the southwest has been ad-hoc with little consistency in data collection and analysis. The programme has been established, therefore, to provide a standard, repeatable and cost effective method of monitoring the coastal environment.




 
 Plymouth Coastal Observatory 

 Plymouth University 
 

 South West Partners 
 SW Local Authorities 
 Environment Agency (South West Region) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The south west regional monitoring programme consists of several different organisations.
We are Plymouth coastal observatory based here in the University,  we are responsible for data management, annual reports etc. Our partners consist of all of the local authorities in the south west, and the south west region of the environment agency. 



 
 

 

 Programme Survey Area 

Portland Bill 

Isles of 
Scilly 

Chepstow 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The program extends all the way from Portland Bill to the welsh border, and includes the isles of Scilly. 



 
 
 

 
 Data Collection 

 
• Topographic Surveys 
 
• Bathymetric Surveys 
 
• Hydrodynamic Surveys 

 
• Aerial Photography 
 
• LiDAR Surveys 
 
• Ecological Mapping 



 18 Local Authorities with coast protection interests 
  
 Various coastal defence schemes underway in the 

South West 
 

 Monitoring required for each scheme – data rarely 
archived 
 

 Tourism spending in South West is over £9,000m 
annually 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
18 Local Authorities with coast protection interests in South West - Represented by 3 Coastal Groups and responsible for 4 Shoreline Management Plans (SMPs)
Data from the programme to support a range of DEFRA High Level Targets (HLTs) - In particular HLT3 (Shoreline Management Plans) and  HLT4 (Biodiversity)

Collect data once, use it lots

Tourism spending in SW is £9000m annually – much of which relates to coastal activity




• Flood Risk Management 
Schemes 
 

• Managed Realignment 
Projects 
 

• Beach Management 
Schemes 

Minehead 
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